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block stone, but there were also in many parts of the
country stones that, from the ease with which they
could be split into thin slabs, were suitable for roofing
purposes. How early and to what extent the true
slates of Cornwall and Devon were worked it is difficult
to say, but in 1296, when certain buildings were put up
for the miners at Martinestowe 23,000 ; sclattes ' were
quarried at Birlond, and another 10,000 at ' Hassal '.1
For the roofing of buildings at Restormel in Cornwall in
1343 slates were employed, 19,500 being bought ' be-
tween Golant and Fowey', at nd. the thousand, and
85,500 dug in the quarry of Bodmatgan at a cost of 6d.
the thousand.2 So also in 1385, at Lostwithiel, it is
probable that the ' tiles ', of which 25,400 were bought
' in the quarry ' at 35. 4^. the thousand, were true slates,3
and the same material is probably referred to in the
* 400 of blew helyng (= roofing) stone ' bought at Bridport
in 1465.^ But besides the real slates, which in their
modern uniformity of perfection render so many towns
hideous, there were many quarries of stone slates, of
which the most famous were at Collyweston in North-
ants.5 The Collyweston stone, after being exposed to
the influence of frost, could easily be split into thin
slabs,6 and seems to have been used for roofing pur-
poses as early as the times of the Romans. During
the mediaeval period there are numerous references to
these Collyweston slates, and about the end of the
1 Exch. K. R. Accts., 476, no. 5.	2 Ibid., 461, no. u.
8 Ibid., no. 12.
4 Hist. MSS. Com. Rep.t vi. 494.
15  V. C. H. Northants., ii. 296-7.
8 A similar method of splitting was employed in the case o£ the
slates of Stonesneld in Oxfordshire.—V. C. H. Oxon., ii. 267.

